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July 5th, 2007 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
 

 
“Protecting Freedom, Dignity and Personal Immunity in Kyrgyzstan!” 

Nationwide and international civic campaign 
 

 
Recent events in Kyrgyzstan related to the violation of human rights and freedom, 
infringing on the main fundamental human right – a right for freedom, dignity and 
personal immunity causes big concerns and alarms of human rights organizations. 
 
Starting from 2006 a situation around human rights protectors has worsened, especially 
female human rights advocates have been under the target of law-enforcing agencies and 
National Security Agency.  
 
Valentina Gritsenko, Chair of “Justice” non-governmental organization from Jalal Abad 
region is exposed to pressure and persecution by law-enforcing agencies of Jalal Abad 
region for more than a year, because she ventured to uncover tortures toward a pregnant 
woman executed by militia representatives. The trial over “Justice” human rights 
advocates and over Nargiza Turdieva, based on the personal accusation of internal affairs 
investigator Ali Mageev on articles 127 (libeling) and 128 (insulting) of Kyrgyz Criminal 
Code, was postponed till July 4, 2007.  
 
Arzykan Momuntaeva, director of “For democracy and civic society” regional coalition 
office, a prominent journalist, poetess, member of Kyrgyz Republic Union of writers, the 
woman standing on the roots of declaring independence and democracy development in 
Kyrgyzstan, human rights activist, who ventured to uncover the truth about unlawful 
actions of the Government and transnational gold mining companies in Talas region 
(“Djerui” and “Andash”) has been in the jail in Talas from May 26, 2007.  
 
At present time Arzykan has given a written undertaking not to leave the country, and she 
is accused on the following articles of the Criminal Code: Article 233 (massive 
disturbances, from 8 to 15 years), Article 340 (encroachment upon a representative of law-
enforcing agency, from 12 to 20 years), Article 341 (using violation towards authority 
representative, from 5 to 10 years of imprisonment).   
All above accusations appeared during Premier Almaz Atanbaev’s visit to Talas region in 
April 2007. 
 
Lira Tantabaeva. Together with Arzykan, a prominent activist of feminine movement, the 
leader of “Ayalzat” non-governmental organization, and human rights activist Lira 
Tantabaeva was arrested and put into jail.  
Previously Lira had survived a complex heart surgery. She is a mother of underage 
children, the youngest of whom is 3 years old. Lira has been under arrest for one day and 
at present time she is accused on the same articles of the Criminal Code as Arzykan 
Momuntaeva. Currently the health of Lira and Arzykan Momuntaeva has sharply 
worsened.  
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The following human rights activists of Talas region have been arrested and jailed from 
May 26 to June 1: Ulugbek Osmonov, ecologist – human rights advocate, Shumkar 
Jumakeev, farmer, Mairambek Berenaliev, farmer, Kaimazar Imanaliev, farmer, 
Asimkan Junushaliev, deputy of local government, Ryskeldi Botikov, chair of  village 
government, Serik Joldasev, local activist, and others.  
 
Within several months human rights advocates, local activists and inhabitants of many 
villages of Talas region claimed an access to information about gold mining companies, 
which together with officials tried to extract gold at “Djerui” and “Andash” ores without 
any tender or consulting with local population.      
 
People wanted to obtain an access to Technical-Economical Rationale, ecological expertise 
and an Agreement between the Government of Kyrgyz Republic and gold mining 
companies. The activists, human rights advocates and local inhabitants acted within the 
frameworks of Kyrgyz Republic Constitution and Orchus Convention.  
 
People’s civic constitutional rights to access information, and to participate in decision-
making process were violated, which resulted in escalation of the conflict, fueled by the 
government, on May 26 2007, when Premier Atambaev visited “Djerui” and “Andash” 
ores. As the result, local people received severe injuries after being hurt by militia and 
special forces, which accompanied the Premier Minister from Bishkek. Moreover, all 
human rights advocates and activists were accused by the authorities on the most brutal 
articles of the Criminal Code, hence, were persecuted by special and law-enforcing 
agencies. 
At present time all of them gave a written undertaking to leave the country and are being 
persecuted by the authorities and members of special agencies of Kyrgyz Republic. 
 
Erkingul and Baktygul Imanhodjaevs, well known human rights advocates from Djety 
Oguz region of Issyk-Kul, who still fight corruption and injustice starting from the date of 
cyanide accident, which happened by the fault of Canadian Kumtor-Centerra company in 
May 1998, when people of 5 villages were tortured by the authorities and special agencies 
trying to hide this incident and continue illegal extraction of gold. Erkingul, the leader of 
“Karek” NGO, was repeatedly persecuted by the special agencies for her activity to 
support the rights of victims.   
Baktygul, a physician, who helped injured people after the cyanide accident, was dismissed 
from her work for several times. Based on false articles of the Criminal Code officials of 
different levels conducted illegal court investigations of Erkingul and Baktygul.  
 
April meeting. Adilet Aytikeev, Manas University student, was forcefully taken to the 
National Security Committee, and only after human rights protest he was freed from the 
Committee with signing an undertaking not to leave the country. At present, he is wanted 
by the National Secutiry Committee . 
 
Asiya Sasykbaeva, director of “Interbilim” Center, one of the leaders of “For the reforms” 
movement, and a vice-Chair of the Constitutional Council is persecuted by the National 
Security Committee for her participation in demonstrations addressed at conducting 
reforms in Kyrgyzstan. At present time, she is persecuted by the members of special 
agencies. 
 
Cholpon Djakupova, director of “Adilet” Legal Clinic, one of the most famous human 
rights advocates, and a member of “For the reforms” movement is persecuted by the 
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special agencies of Kyrgyz Republic for her active attitude and claims to conduct reforms 
in Kyrgyzstan. 
 
After demonstrators were dispersed by the special agencies on April 19 2007, leader, 
activists and members of “For the reforms” movement were brutally persecuted by the 
special agencies with bringing criminal actions against more than 50 people based on the 
Article 233. 
Without any warning or invitation, nor possibility to have an attorney, these people were 
caught and taken to the building of National Security Committee, supposedly as witnesses, 
but in fact they were maintained in the basement as accused people. More than 30 
participants of the April 19 meeting are held at the basement jail of the National Security 
Committee. 
 
Kemin electoral district # 57.  A complex situation in Kemin electoral district # 57 arose 
after witnessing corrupted elections to the Jokorgu Kenesh (Parliament) of Kyrgyz 
Republic, and which resulted in the violations of civic constitutional rights: a right to elect 
and be elected. Presently, more than 30 local activists are persecuted by the authorities, 
militia and special agencies. All of them are accused by the Article 233 of the Criminal 
Code. Some of them are presently maintained at the basement jail of the National Security 
Committee.  
 
Jyparkul Arykova, a member of the Press-cutting service of Kyrgyz Parliament, a well 
known journalist, a young single woman with a small baby, who in charge of her badly 
diseased mother and a sixteen-year-old sister, is accused of an espionage by the Article 293 
of the Criminal Code, plus, accused in high treason by the Article 292 of the Criminal 
Code. The accusation with such formulation has become the first in the history of 
independent Kyrgyzstan.  
 
The given case shows that women in particular are subjected to violence and humiliation 
by special services and law-enforcing agencies, and one of them is Jypargul Arykova, who 
used to a member of Kyrgyz Parliament, a public institute, where all decisions should be 
taken in accordance to the Constitution of Kyrgyz Republic and be available and open to 
any citizen, including members of international organization, particularly for journalists. 
Presently, Jypargul is under investigation at the basement jail of the National Security 
Committee, and her attorney is deprived of an access to run her case. She is isolated, and 
her relatives are not permitted to access either.  
Sharing the opinion of local human rights advocates, famous leaders of feminine and 
democratic movement of Kyrgyzstan Arzykan Momuntaeva and Lira Tantabaeva in their 
statement that freedom, dignity and personal immunity is under threat in Kyrgyzstan, 
human rights non-governmental organization “Kylym Shamy”, “Citizens against 
corruption, “Ghandi” establishment, and “People shaping the world” solidarity network 
initiate a nationwide and international civic campaign “Protecting Freedom, Dignity and 
Personal Immunity in Kyrgyzstan!”: 

We are appealing to the guarantor of constitutional rights and freedom of citizens – 
President of Kyrgyz Republic Mr. Kurmanbek Bakiev, on the eve of the two years 
anniversary of his Presidency, July 10 2005, and ask to protect our constitutional rights 
and freedom.   
To assist in freeing accused and those currently maintained at the basement jail of the 
National Security Council and terminate criminal cases based upon political articles of the 
criminal code towards dissidents and opponents.  
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We are calling to pay attention to the fact that on July 10, 2007 Pervomay regional 
court will give a start to the process of criminal cases towards participants of the April 
meeting. 

 
Taking into account the situation with women human rights advocates, we ask you to 

accelerate reforming the systems of the National Security Council, General Prosecutor 
Office, and the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic, which remain punitive. To 
give women an equal access to the resources and politics.  

 
We are appealing to the international community to pay attention to the situation of 

human rights in Kyrgyzstan, where forceful agencies of government subject female human 
rights activists to tortures and humiliation, accusing them in the most severe crimes, based 
on unreal facts invented by officials of different levels. 

 
    We ask to support national and international civic campaign “Protecting Freedom, 
Dignity and Personal Immunity in Kyrgyzstan!”, initiators of which intend to collect 
MILLION SIGNATURES to support, which will start on July 5, 2007.  

 
To non-governmental organizations, we are waiting for your support and solidarity! 
 
To journalists, we ask you to distribute and promote given campaign and support our 

constitutional rights and freedom! 
 
Initiators: nominates of the Nobel Prize 1000 women for peace 2005 Aziza 

Abdirasulova, e-mail: abdirasulova@mail.ru,   and Tolekan Ismailova, 
info@anticorruption.kg   

 
 
 
 
 


