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Mr Chairperson,

The European Roma and Travellers Forum welcomes the two working sessions of this
annual Human Dimension Implementation meeting concentrating on the more efficient
implementation of the Roma and Sinti Action Plan.

ERTF, is the first democratically elected pan-European body- ‘the voice’- representing
Roma in 46 countries, the majority of which are OSCE participating States. ERTF is a
unified counterpart both for the international level and the national level through our
Roma and Sinti delegates.

Political participation should not ignore the extremely alarming recent incidents which
prove that abuses against Roma are still a widely spread problem and unfortunately largely
ignored.

During the past few years there were a number of initiatives, which changed at least the
legal and awareness of the Roma and Sinti related issues.

“Nothing for Roma without Roma” - is the COE-ERTF message, which was launched during
the establishment process of the European Roma and Travellers Forum, aiming to increase
the participation of over 15 million Roma, Sinti, Travellers and other related groups in the
OSCE space.

Political participation is an important issue and the Forum pays due attention to it.Despite
the obvious relevance of the issue the Forum is more worried about the rampant racism,
violence and hate crimes towards Roma. The rapidly growing phenomenon of anti-
ziganism /antigypsism/Romaphobia is still accepted and treated with nothing much
besides silence at high level of the EU and national states.

The document following the Durban World Conference on Racism and the EU Parliament
Resolution on Roma! as well as other numerous reports and recommendations recognise

11 EU Parliament Resolution on Roma (P6_TA(2005) (quotation):

“C. underlining the importance of urgently eliminating continuing and violent trends of racism and racial discrimination
against Rorna, and conscious, that any form of impunity for racist attacks, hate speech, physical attacks by extremist
groups, unlawful evictions and police harassment motivated by Anti-Gypsyism and Romaphobia plays a role in
weakening the rule of law and democracy, tends to encourage the recurrence of such crimes and requires resolute action
for its eradication.”



the need of urgent measures to be taken by member states on their fight to combat the
social stigmata associated to Roma ethnicity.

Urgent and efficient action is also needed from behalf on not just the UN and EU but also
OSCE .

How can the multitude of reports and recommendations be turned into every
day reality for Roma, Sinti, Travellers and other related groups?

There is an obvious need to have stronger political commitment on higher
levels that follow-up on the given resolutions and recommendations with
concrete and efficient actions to replace the existing great rethoric.

The European Roma and Travellers Forum believes that what is most needed
Is to raise the issue at the top of European political agendas of all stakeholders
including national member states and Intergovernmental Organisations.

According to the recent documented statements from European Commission,
Fundamental Rights Agency and Council of Europe, this pan-European minority we are
seen as the: “most disadvantaged ethnic minority group in Europe, suffering of human
rights violations and being a particular target of racism throughout Europe.” Rapidly
growing phenomenon of forced evictions and violent attacks to the Roma and Sinti camps
and settlements have took away the life of more than 10 Roma, among them several
children during the last two months.

This events were ignored or used by media and sometimes politicians to nothing but
legitimise the anti-Gypsyism.

There are many European countries, where thousands of Roma settlements are lacking
dwells and drinking water which still lead to diseases such as tuberculosis and meningitis
killing hundreds of Roma children every year.

The majority parents don’t want these children to attend the same schools fearing their
children exposure to diseases widespread among Roma children.

Roma women and often children are forced towards prostitution and become victims of
trafficking, because of hunger and poverty.

The signals the political elites of Europe send is that Roma abuses, Roma lives are worth a
lot less than the lives of any other Europeans groups which have a state to represent them.
The ethnic democracies of Europe continue to keep on the margin the Roma and
diplomatic niceties are not going to change this reality here and now. We need to
understand that efficient actions and not words are what we need.

The topical acute and worrisome reports related to, violent attacks towards
Roma, Sinti and Traveller, should be explicitly raised up on the highest
political level such as the Permanent Council of OSCE and the European
Council of EU.




Indeed, it has to be acknowledged that we face a paradoxical dual challenge in our task in
fighting and monitoring the phenomenon of anti-Gypsyism. On the one hand, in our work
for tolerance and non-discrimination we need to target the grassroots in order to make a
difference in the daily life of the Roma. On the other hand, it is, regrettably, not of lesser
importance to target also the political elite and decision makers. Still today, rather
systematic discrimination of the Roma manifests itself across the society:

bottom-up and top-down. And, accordingly, the solutions need to reflect this two- way
pattern.

So far the main work of the European Roma and Travellers’ Forum has been focused on
the following areas:

- the fight against anti-Gypsyism and discrimination;

- the human rights situation in Kosovo and the situation of Roma refugees and IDPs from
the former Yugoslavia;

- EU Enlargement, empower Roma to participation and better their integration’s as full-
fledged citizens of their respected societies;

- Holocaust commemoration;

- the development of a European language charter for Romani language

These views presented earlier on, are part of the pattern of solutions and outcome, called
the European Roma Rights Charter, which is a guideline drawn up by reports of the
ERTF Roma delegates in the Second Plenary Assembly of the Forum, in 2006, and
addressed primarily to ERTF itself. However, it should also be used in the larger European
context to mobilize Roma participation in public and political life. Mutual integration is a
two-way process aiming towards intercultural dialogue in a society where all should be
equally respected and accepted. The ERTF Executive Committee has prepared the
European Roma Rights Charter for the review of the CoE Committee of Ministers as a kind
of road-map to Roma Policy makers.

Mr Chairperson,

In practice the implementation of the Action Plan may be enhanced through various
instruments and paths. If looking at the broad picture and seeing the question of Roma
rights broadly and comprehensively as a cross-dimensional issue within the OSCE, there
might be scope to elaborate the OSCE Code of Conduct in its human rights related
provisions. These provisions would be equally applicable in politico-military, economic-
environmental and human dimension. That is, the promotion and protection of the
Human Rights of the Roma does not happen in isolation or in a vacuum, but rather in
constant interaction with other related activities.

As a practical example, which the ERTF considers of utmost importance, is the situation
and destiny of the Roma in Kosovo. They are undeniably part of a bigger political picture
-even a hostage of that situation, if we may say so. Who takes the responsibility of their
safe return and redistribution of lost property? How much can the Skopje Group, as part of
the Directorate of human Rights in the ERTF, including representants of other related
actors, do? Who, if anybody, represents the Kosovo Roma in the negotiations on the future
status of Kosovo. This is a sensitive question. However, we wish to stress that the ERTF has
tried hard, including issuing a policy document that summarizes the main concerns of the
Roma, related to the status negotiations process and a subsequent letter to the UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan.



The ERTF wishes that this work could be a basis and a source of inspiration for further
cooperation in order to achieve increased participation by the Roma and further
advancement of the human rights of the Roma. We should combine our forces and exploit
the synergies found in the political agendas of various international organizations working
towards the very same aim which is the advancement of the Rights of Roma in the broader
European context. The closer the cooperation is among ourselves, between the CoE-ERTF,
OSCE-ODIHR, EU-FRA and UN-UNHCHR, the better for the Roma. We all need to make
sure that both international and national Roma-related strategies are translated into action
at the local level which is the only way to achieve tangible and concrete improvement
instead of solemn words.

Thank you for your attention.



