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OSCE High-Level Conference on Combating Discrimination
and Promoting Mutual Respect and Understanding
Bucharest, 7-8 June 2007

Side Event Report
Forced evictions of Roma in the OSCE region: working towards findings
sustainable solutions to stop this phenomenon

Background

On 7 June, during the OSCE High-Level Conference in Bucharest, the ODIHR Contact
Point for Roma and Sinti Issues (CPRSI) organized a side event on Forced evictions of
Roma in the OSCE region: working towards findings sustainable solutions to stop this
phenomenon together with COHRE® - Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions, Geneva
and the Bucharest based Roma NGO Romani CRISS?. The subject falls within the
framework of the OSCE Action Plan on Roma and Sinti:*

OSCE Action Plan on Roma and Sinti
Chapter 1V. Addressing socio-economic issues; Housing and living conditions

Recommended action by participating States:

43. Put in place mechanisms and institutional procedures to clarify property rights,
resolve questions of ownership and regularize the legal status of Roma and Sinti people
living in circumstances of unsettled legality (e.g., Roma neighbourhoods lacking land
rights or which are not included in the urban plans of the main locality; families and
houses without legal residence status in settlements where the people have been living de
facto for decades).

The purpose of the side event was to highlight the gravity of the situation of forced
evictions and to identify efficient courses of action that should be taken by participating
States to stop this practice.

Attended by approximately 40 participants, from NGOs, Roma institutions and state
delegations, the event presented recent examples of forced evictions in countries in
Europe, with the aim of improving the understanding among participants of the
administrative and legislative mechanisms that should be targeted in order to prevent
eviction without provisions of alternative housing solutions.

! Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions. http://www.cohre.org/

2 Romani CRISS. http://www.romanicriss.org/index.php?lang=en

% Action Plan on Improving the Situation of Roma and Sinti Within the OSCE Area (Maastricht Ministerial Decision
No. 3/03) http://www.osce.org/documents/odihr/2003/11/1562_en.pdf
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http://www.romanicriss.org/index.php?lang=en
http://www.osce.org/documents/odihr/2003/11/1562_en.pdf

Main points of discussion

The situation of Roma in the field of housing was described as a long and unsolved
problem in most of the OSCE participating states in Europe. Roma communities and
settlements have been established for many decades in marginal areas of municipalities,
or in proximity to dumping grounds, industrial areas, often on lands that are not
registered in urban plans as residential areas. Improvised and poorly built shacks
represent the housing situation for large numbers of Roma families. These settlements do
not benefit from adequate infrastructure such as potable water, sewage, electricity,
medical services, roads or access to public transportation, although the distances from the
closest municipality vary from one to five or more kilometers.

Evictions are conducted frequently with short or no notice, undertaken with police force,
often ending up in violence and abuse of force, and the destruction of personal
belongings. Those evicted usually remain under the open sky, on the margins of the urban
space, and without any support, including during cold winters with sub-zero
temperatures.

The steady rise in forced evictions of Roma over the last few years was noted, a situation
in which discrimination plays an evident role. Evicted Roma are pushed to the outskirts
of localities, which leads to residential segregation and further widens the gap with the
mainstream society.

Presentations delivered by COHRE and the European Social Charter* (Council of
Europe) introduced examples of forced evictions in a number of states in Europe, and
presented existing ways of addressing this situation, at both national and international
level.

European Social Charter

- Reporting system and procedures;

- Collective complaints mechanism and procedures;

- European Committee of Social Rights decisions on the merits:
o0 ERRC?® vs. Greece of 8" December 2004;
o ERRC vs. Italy of 7" December 2005;
o ERRC vs. Bulgaria of 18™ October 2006.

Recommendations

Recommendations to participating States and relevant actors:

- There is need for more direct applicability of international standards, including the
provisions of the revised European Social Charter, especially those stipulating that
evictions should not lead to homelessness;

- Lessons learned from the Social Charter Committee rulings concerning the issue of
housing for Roma, Sinti and Travellers, along with information regarding reporting
and collective complaints mechanism should be better disseminated,

* European Social Charter, http://www.coe.int/T/E/Human_Rights/Esc/
® ERRC - European Roma Rights Centre is a Budapest-based organization. http://www.errc.org/
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States should strengthen legal protections against forced evictions, as well as improve
policies to ameliorate the effects of evictions, in those cases where they are absolutely
necessary;

States should also conduct information campaigns to improve the awareness of
affected persons and communities about rules and procedures pertaining to housing,
and ensure that weak groups have access to legal and other assistance to challenge
evictions;

There is need for data collection on status of illegal and unregulated settlements of
Roma, along with data regarding the problems faced by inhabitants of such
communities;

Capacity building for grass-roots organizations as well as communication and
dissemination of information regarding standards for protection of housing rights is
needed,;

The action of state and local authorities should not result in isolation and segregation
of Roma communities as this contradicts the aim of integrating these communities;
States should make use of structural funds, including by positive action, to address
the housing needs of disadvantaged Roma communities;

States and authorities are requested to enforce a moratorium on forced evictions of
Roma, until adequate and lawful solutions are identified, and alternative housing
solutions are provided to people targeted by eviction.

Recommendations to the OSCE/ODIHR:

To provide expertise and support participating States in implementing the housing
provisions of the OSCE Action Plan on Roma and Sinti (Maastricht Ministerial
Decision No. 3/03);

To conduct a survey with regard to lawful responsibilities of authorities in the area of
housing, as regards informal and unregulated settlements of Roma and Sinti;

To organize a conference focusing on the issue of forced evictions and housing for
Roma, as suggested also during the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting of
2006;

To ensure that side events organized during such conferences become a real forum for
direct dialogue with participating States.



