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OSCE Inst./Int'l Org: 0 

Rights of Reply: 6 

 
Working session 8 focused on prevention of and combating all forms of domestic violence in 

OSCE participating States, including violence against women and children. OSCE participating 

States and non-governmental organizations in their interventions identified main challenges in 

this area and shared good practices from across the OSCE region. Ms. Beatriz Balbin, First 

Deputy Director of ODIHR, stressed that Domestic violence [DV] is underreported. DV and 

Violence against women [VAW] cannot be tolerated by the OSCE. Legal authorities should 

address all violence acts and provide adequate response.  

 

Moderator, Mr. Thomas Vennen, Head of ODIHR Democratization Department, stressed that it 

is important to look at root causes of violence in families and understand economic dependency 

of women when working on combating VAW.   

 

The first introducer, H.E. Sergey Kyslytsya, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, 

emphasized that VAW is a major obstacle for full participation of women in democratic 

processes. Conflict related violence, especially sexual violence, affects primarily women. In this 

regard acknowledged UNSC important role that it has played in the last few years by adopting 

UNSCR 1325 and other relevant resolutions. Council of Europe’s Istanbul Convention entered 

into force as a first legally binding instrument to combat VAW which was a sign that VAW will 

no longer be seen as private matter. He encouraged all the OSCE participating States to accede to 

Istanbul Convention. Acknowledged, that the OSCE has taken steps to combat VAW and one 

important novelty was the establishment of Men Engage OSCE network. Mr. Kyslytsya 

expressed his concern that in some OSCE states there is no systematic documentation on VAW. 

Encouraged not to manipulate statistical data and called to look beyond figures and see how 

VAW is defined. Invited ODIHR to add to ODIHR’s 2012 NHRI manual on Gender Equality 

reference to Istanbul Convention.  
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The second introducer, Ms. Rosa Logar, Executive Director of the Domestic Abuse Intervention 

Abuse Program Vienna and President of the WAVE Network, Women against Violence Europe, 

called to encourage [including by financial means] work of NGOs working on VAW and DV 

issues. Special needs for victims of VAW need to be taken into account such as proper 

accommodation and specialized services [legal and medical] to assist victims. Trainings, 

awareness raising and dialogue are important in addressing VAW and DV.  

 

In the debate that followed, it was widely stated that women and children still faced 

discrimination and violence and therefore efforts should be doubled in fighting impunity. At the 

same it was agreed that special attention should be given on prevention through awareness 

raising programs in schools and media and by engaging men and boys. 25 interventions were 

made of which by 19 participating States and 6 by non-governmental organizations. In addition, 

6 participating States used their right of reply in response to prior interventions. 

 

A large number of delegations suggested to put - the rights and the empowerment of women and 

girls, gender equality and preventing and combating violence against women - on the OSCE 

agenda for 2015 and encouraged all participating States to ratify the Istanbul Convention to 

further prevent VAW. Additionally several delegations raised concern that VAW is becoming 

increasingly a problem in the conflict affected areas and therefore invited the OSCE to adopt the 

OSCE wide action plan on women, peace and security. 

 

One delegation expressed concern that in some OSCE countries there are still no clear provisions 

on DV. Several speakers called the OSCE to pay bigger attention in combating VAW and 

children in detention centers. Another delegation called not to use children, especially orphans, 

as a tool for political manipulation. 

 

Several speakers emphasized that Romani communities, especially women and girls, have been 

victimized in many countries. It was also stressed that VAW is a problem since many countries 

hold on to their cultural values and established role of men and women. Therefore number of 

speakers invited to pay bigger attention to the issues of forced marriage, maltreatment, spousal 

rape, economic dependence of women and etc. 

 

Many delegations stressed the importance of cooperation with NGOs in addressing VAW and 

DV, through – strengthening of monitoring, complaint and identification of victims mechanisms, 

as well as by providing comprehensive assistance to victims.  

 

Several delegations encouraged the OSCE to pay bigger attention for the protection of children, 

including protection from physical and sexual exploitation. 

 

Recommendations to the participating States: 

 Participating States are encouraged to sign and ratify the Council of Europe’s Istanbul 

Convention; 

 Call for the adoption of the OSCE Ministerial decision on the addendum to the 2014 OSCE 

Action Plan for the Promotion of Gender Equality, which addresses issue of DV and 

impunity; 
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 Issues of - the rights and the empowerment of women and girls, gender equality and 

preventing and combating violence against women – should be reflected in the OSCE agenda 

for 2015; 

 Laws with clear definition of DV should be adopted; 

 Work of NGOs on prevention and combating VAW should be continuously recognized and 

supported especially taken into account a role they can play in local communities; 

 Additionally, sufficient financial sources need to be provided to ensure their independence 

and adequate assistance to victims of VAW; 

 Continue the mainstreaming of gender issues in the OSCE policies and activities, with a 

focus on VAW; 

 Strengthen the initiatives to tackle VAW and girls, focusing particularly on those forms of 

gender-based violence that are most prevalent, such as DV; 

 Engage men and boys in gender equality promotion activities and encourage awareness-

raising on importance of ending VAW and girls among them; 

 All forms of contemporary slavery must be adequately addressed; 

 Investments in education, training and awareness raising programs should be increased. 

 Legislation needs to be put into place to protect children from different forms of violence 

where such acts do not exist. OSCE Ministerial decision on this issue would be welcomed. 

 The OSCE wide action plan on women, peace and security for the implementation of 

UNSCR 1325 should be adopted; 

 Strengthen efforts in combating impunity and sexual stereotypes; 

 OSCE should update its commitments in line with UN Bangkok Rules from 2010, with 

special focus on prevention of violence against women in detention centers; 

 Special attention should be given for ensuring the rights of indigenous women, women with 

disabilities and Romani women and girls; 

 Issues of VAW should be discussed in the OSCE high-level meetings.  

 

Recommendations to OSCE institutions, executive structures and field operations: 

 OSCE institutional capacities in addressing the issues of VAW and DV should be 

strengthened; 

 ODIHR should consider publishing a second edition of NHRI manual on Gender Equality 

with inclusion of references to the Istanbul Convention; 

 ODIHR could become more active in combating sexual exploitation of children; 

 OSCE Special Monitoring Mission in Ukraine should be involved in combating VAW in 

conflict affected areas.  

 




