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Statement for the HDM in Warsaw of the European Roma Grassroots Organisation 
 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues 
 
European Roma Grassroots Organisation is fully aware about the importance of political 
participation of Roma at the local, national and international level and we congratulate 
the OSCE for focusing this year on such an important issue and reflects well on the most 
significant document adopted by the OSCE regarding Roma, The Action Plan for Roma 
and Sinti ( chapters II and IX).  
 
This said, we would like to emphasize a series of concerns and give you some possible 
solutions. 
 
We are worried by the overall lack of knowledge and action on behalf of the national 
governments related to the adopted OSCE Action Plan. As we mentioned in our 
intervention from last year we are also deeply worried by the lack of interest of main 
political party in attracting Roma and the lack of grassroots perspective of both of the 
Action Plan and of the EU and International programmes targeting Roma. Considering 
the almost incredible series of anti-Roma statements from the highest political level and 
the shameful silence from all the Intergovernmental Organisation we believe that the 
chapter III of the Action Plan was rendered useless in the last few months. 
 
We are concerned by the extremely limited attention to anti-Gypsyism and what often is 
hypocritical attitude of the high level political and diplomatic elites related to. As long as 
a president can say “stinky Gypsy”, prime-ministers can link the Roma with criminals 
and senior diplomats can argue for a clear separation among citizens based on their 
ethnicity without fearing any reaction from organization that are dealing with Human 
Rights, plans to include Roma politically or otherwise are doomed to remain nothing but 
beautiful and useless words. 
 
Escalation of inter-ethnic tensions are also a result of lack of concrete actions related to 
combating anti-Gypsyism and the recent events in Italy, Bulgaria and Romania prove that 
what happened in Slovakia in February 2004 is a result of continuously ignoring the 
problem. If inter-ethnic tensions involving Roma continue to be treated with nothing but 
nice words we could see Roma issues developing into unexpected and undesired 
directions threatening the European security. 
 
We would encourage a revision of the Action Plan which to lead to a chapter focused on 
grassroots and an urgent adoption of a implementing budget and measurable indicators as 
a solution to transposing words into reality.  
 
We are happy to support an initiative which to upscale the existing Informal Group of 
Intergovernmental Institution on Roma into a pan-European task force able to better 
address the issues related to Roma. 
 
 




