
    

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

Turning Words Into Action to Address Anti-Semitism 

Understanding a Gender Perspective in Activism Forum 

Barcelona, Spain 

21-23 June 2017 
 
The OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) will be organizing a three-

day event under the title “Understanding a Gender Perspective in Activism Forum” (The Forum) on 

21-23 June 2017 in Barcelona. The event will bring together gender activists from OSCE participating 

States to discuss and address contemporary challenges in promoting tolerance and to find new ways 

to include a gender perspective into this work. In particular, the Forum will provide a platform for 

the sharing of good practices and challenges in building coalitions and networks that join forces to 

promote tolerance and non-discrimination.  

 

ODIHR is the principal institution of the OSCE responsible for the human dimension. ODIHR’s 

activities are implemented in 57 participating States in accordance with ODIHR’s political mandate.  

The OSCE recognizes that equal rights and opportunities for women and men are fundamental to 

achieving comprehensive security. Furthermore, the OSCE’s 2014 Basel Ministerial Council 

Declaration No. 8 on Enhancing Efforts to Combat Anti-Semitism calls upon ODIHR to promote 

dialogue and strengthen the capacity of civil society to foster mutual respect and understanding in 

order to advance the cause of co-operation between different communities. In light of the above, 

ODIHR is currently implementing a German-funded, multi-year project on “Turning words into action 

to address anti-Semitism,” which, among other things, seeks to support coalition building processes 

that aim at promoting tolerance and inter-communal understanding.  

 

OSCE participating States have recognized that a robust civil society is invaluable in efforts to 

promote tolerance. It is imperative to integrate a gender perspective into ODIHR's activities to 

support local and regional civil society coalitions and networks. Hence, ODIHR will now focus on 

gender activists from different communities and seek to enhance their capacity to join forces in 

tackling discrimination and intolerance.  

 

The Forum will involve four categories of activists – representing gender advocates from the most 

informal structures to the most formal ones.  

1) Voice: This relates to informal forms of political participation and focuses on online activism. 

Ideal candidates include representatives of social media groups and bloggers. 

2) Influence: This relates to semi-formal forms of political participation and focuses on civil 

society organizations active in advocating and lobbying for changes to laws and policies.  



    

3) Governance: This relates to formal mechanisms of political participation such as political 

parties and governance institutions, members of political parties’ youth wings and members 

of parliaments, government representatives, city councilors, policy and political advisors.  

4) Academia: This relates to the researchers and scholars focusing on gender studies, law, 

political sciences, and theology.  

 

The Forum will explore ways of bringing different activist groups closer to each other in order to 

create networks and coalitions that can push the joint agendas of human rights, gender equality, 

tolerance and non-discrimination.  

 

The participants will be asked to attend and actively participate during the event in various working 

groups. By accepting funding to participate in this event, participants agree to actively participate in 

the Seminar. Failure to do so could jeopardize participant’s future funding to attend ODIHR events. 

 

Please apply by submitting your online application no later than 13 April. We are looking forward to 

welcoming you to Barcelona for three interesting and productive days! 

 

Selection Procedures: 

The Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) has the pleasure to invite up to 

35 gender activists and representatives of NGOs from any of the 57 OSCE participating States to 

the Understanding a Gender Perspective in Activism Forum, to be held from 21 to 23 June 2017 in 

Barcelona, Spain. Participants will be selected by ODIHR based on the selection criteria listed 

below. Accommodation and travel costs for the event will be covered by ODIHR.  

 

Selection criteria: 

 Minimum 5 years of experience and proven track record of involvement and engagement within 

their social community  (i.e. involvement in the CSO sector, including human rights and women’s 

organizations, students’ unions, local and national political parties, online democracy and human 

rights associations, political parties, university, cultural and art institutions); 

 A proven track record of engagement within the community, demonstrating potential in 

addressing  human rights, tolerance and non-discrimination issues, including gender inequality, 

countering anti-Semitism, racism, xenophobia, intolerance against Roma, Muslims, Christians 

and other religions or beliefs, and  other groups; 

 Selected participants will be required to submit a paper of up to 1,000 words by May 15 

discussing new approaches to including a gender perspective into their respective area of work; 

 English language competency; and, 

 Gender and geographical balance. 

 

To apply participants need to submit: 

 application form; 

 CV. 


