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Jane Lasonder

United Kingdom

Globally recognised survivor leader and expert consultant shaping
international policy on human trafficking. She is the Chair of the
International Survivors of Trafficking Advisory Council (ISTAC) for
OSCE/ODIHR and the Hope for Justice Survivor Council.

Jane is a member of the Modern Slavery Policy and Evidence Centre
(MSPEC), LEAP with Oxford University and the Interparliamentary
Task Force on Human Trafficking (ITHT). Through the ITHT, she has
addressed global summits, the PISF, and the Madrid Senate. In the
UK, she collaborates with IASC Eleanor Lyons on establishing a
National Survivor Council and works with the IASC & Ministry of
Justice to update the Victims' Code. Her research with the
Nottingham Rights Lab and MSPEC includes the National Baseline
Assessment, updating the National Referral Mechanism (NRM), and
other critical research.

She also co-authored a global e-learning course for Hyatt, IHG, and
Hilton together with PACT. Jane has conducted country assessment
visits for OSCE/ODIHR to Malta and Israel.



Jane Lasonder, cont.

United Kingdom

As an expert trainer, she delivers trauma-informed /identification
programs to Frontline Responders (Border Force, police, medical
students), International Forces (UN Peacekeeping, El Al security)
Global Advocacy & Public Speaking.

Jane has spoken at the UN General Assembly NY and the European
Parliament and other parliaments. She served as Special
Rapporteur, speaker, and workshop leader at the Tech Against
Trafficking Global Summit and a presenter for the Old Bailey’s
Justice for All series.

She performs storytelling in theatres across the Netherlands and UK
with sand artist Gert van der Vijver to raise awareness of MSHT, and
is a member of the Champions speaking agency. She speaks and
gives workshops at schools, universities and various events. Her
keynote work includes ACAMS summits and various international
UN events in Vienna, including the Constructive Dialogue, Voices of
Resilience, the Alliance Conference, and plenary sessions at the
Human Dimension Conference.

An author of three books, including Health and Slavery (Springer,
2024), Jane has co-authored international guides on trauma-
informed practices and has set up NSTAC and survivor-led
indicators with ISTAC-ODIHR. She also authored an article for
Cambridge University's international journal. She won the 2024 Anti-
Slavery Award for Outstanding Contribution to Survivor Voice. She
was also the runner-up for the Storytelling for Freedom Award
(Freedom United). Jane remains a fierce advocate for mandatory
healthcare training, survivor councils, improved victim identification,
setting up NRM'’s and the protection of children and youth from
exploitation.
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Sweden

Swedish consultant, writer, speaker and survivor advocate
specialized in technology facilitated trafficking and child sexual
abuse.

With 9 years of professional experience she advises governments,
international organizations, and civil society on emerging trends in
online exploitation and trafficking, prevention, child-friendly justice,
and meaningful survivor participation, while simultaneously
studying a Master's in Law at Stockholm University. At 19 she
founded Sweden'’s first survivor-led organisation against trafficking
and sexual exploitation.

She was appointed as the country’s first Civil Society Ombudsman
against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, and has worked
with both national and international NGOs as well as
intergovernmental organisations.



ltohan

Okundaye

Finland

Survivor leader of human trafficking of sexual exploitation, a human
rights activist, a consultant, and an advocate, and has worked and
volunteered in several anti-trafficking organizations.

The NGO Finnish Women in Development started an anti-trafficking
campaign Toisenlaisia tarinoita (Different Stories) based on
Okundaye's initiative in 2018. She provides awareness-raising about
human trafficking and societal impact by organizing seminars and
events, public speeches, giving interviews, and fundraising. Her
autobiography was published in 2020.

In 2022, Okundaye founded an NGO called Shinning Hope
Foundation against human trafficking in Benin City, Nigeria. She is a
member of the International Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking
Survivor Network and is a member of ISTAC.



Mariaam
Bhatti

Ireland

African woman living in Ireland for over 14 years. Motivated by her
forced labour experience from her initial job in Ireland as a live-in
domestic woker, Mariaam joined other migrant workers in low paid
work to campaign for better working conditions and against labour
exploitation, with the Migrant Rights Centre Ireland. Mariaam was a
core part of a 7 year campaign with MRCI to get Ireland to ratify the
ILO Convention C189 on Decent Work for Domestic Workers; the
criminalisation of forced labour in Ireland and the Department of
Foreign Affairs's policy called New Measures for Domestic Workers
Employed in Diplomatic Households. She has also contributed to
the book; ‘A Century of Progress? Irish Women Reflect’, and was a
columnist for Metro Eireann, the largest migrant newspaper in
Ireland’.
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Ireland

Mariaam and 9 other women who worked in care set up The Great
Care Coop, Ireland’s first worker owned, worker led care co-op. In
2019 Mariaam was one of the 12 people selected from around the
world to take part in the UN Fellowship Programme for People of
African Descent at the UN in Geneva. The Fellowship was
recognised by the UN General Assembly and Mariaam was added to
the list of 100 Most Influential people of African Descent under 40
Worldwide 2020.

She is also a member of the Expert Group on Migration Asylum and
Integration with DG Home at the European Commission. Mariaam is
a Masters class Guest Lecturer at Technological University Dublin
since 2021.

Mariaam holds a BA in Community and Youth Work and a Masters
in Social Science (Rights and Social Policy), both from Maynooth
University; a Postgrad in European Union Policy Making from Vrije
Universiteit Brussel; a Professional Diploma in Education (FET) at
Marino Institute of Education. She has just started a PhD with the
Department of Work, Employment and Organisation at Strathclyde
University, Glasgow on the topic of labour market access for African
migrants living in Ireland in a manner that matches their
educational qualifications and work experience.

In her spare time Mariaam enjoys the idea of maintaining a healthy
lifestyle, mentoring others to access opportunities to improve their
own lives, and staying in regular contact with family whom she lives
continents away from and provides for.



Keita
Alassane

Greece

Mentor for unaccompanied minors for the Special Secretary for the
Protection of Unaccompanied Minors at the Ministry of Immigration
and Asylum from July 2021.

Keita entered Greece as an unaccompanied minor in 2010, learned
Greek and English very quickly, and completed his education at a
Greek school.

Having a special interest in children who entered Greece as
unaccompanied minors, in recent years he has been working in the
field of child protection and has worked as a volunteer interpreter
with Civil Society Organizations such as Caritas and Praksis.



Megan
Lundstrom

United States

Nationally recognised expert on human trafficking, data-driven
systems reform, and survivor-led policy and program design.

As Chief Executive Officer of Polaris, she leads national strategy,
operations, and partnerships that integrate advocacy, research, and
technology to prevent and disrupt trafficking. Her leadership has
reinforced Polaris’s role as a collaborative, survivor-led thought
partner advancing intelligence, coordination, and field stewardship.
Grounded in lived experience, Ms. Lundstrom has shaped how
industries understand and address trafficking across the U.S.
economy.

She first came to national attention in Boom: Exploring the Social
Impact on Oil Boom Communities (iEmpathize, 2015), where she
detailed her experience being trafficked in North Dakota's oil fields
and exposed the intersection of resource extraction, transportation,
and exploitation.



Megan Lundstrom
United States

Her later contribution to projects such as Polaris's On-Ramps,
Intersections, and Exit Routes (2018) expanded these insights into a
survivor-informed framework that now guides prevention strategies
across corporate, transportation, and financial sectors.

Her work bridges survivor advocacy with systems-level reform. She
has led federally supported research with the National Institute of
Justice, is an alum of the National Human Trafficking Training and
Technical Assistance leadership academy, has served as a governor-
appointed council member for Colorado's anti-trafficking efforts,
and serves as a Network Consultant to the U.S. Department of
State.

She has collaborated on projects across government agencies, the
private sector, and nongovernmental organizations to develop tools
and guidance that help professionals identify and respond to
trafficking. Ms. Lundstrom’s testimony, analysis, and publications
have informed criminal and civil prosecutions, congressional
hearings, legislation, operational practice, and national partnerships
addressing labor and sex trafficking.

Her academic background includes an M.A. in Applied Sociology and
a B.S. in Business Finance from the University of Northern Colorado,
where she was selected for the competitive Student and Foundation
Fund (SAFF) program managing a $30 million endowment. She
integrates research, policy, and lived experience to translate
complex data and survivor insight into actionable recommendations
for government, industry, and the broader anti-trafficking field.
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Sosa

Henkoma F.
United Kingdom O 2y
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Award winning passionate advocate for change and a leading voice
in the fight against human trafficking and modern slavery. This is
undertaken through public speaking, life coaching, mentoring,
training / workshops and consultancy.

Sosa has been an integral part of the Human Trafficking Foundation
since March 2021. His work emphasises the importance of
embedding lived experience into anti-trafficking initiatives, ensuring
that the voices of survivors are heard and valued.

He is a 2nd year University student studying Criminology and
Sociology. With a focus on fostering understanding and
collaboration, Sosa is dedicated to transforming support systems
for survivors and influencing policy for lasting change. Sosa values
collaboration, leading to the creation of EST (Everybody Stands
Together).



Sosa Henkoma, cont.

United Kingdom

As a founding member of the Lived Experience Advisory Panel
(LEAP), Sosa has collaborated with various organisations, including:
local authorities, police, NHS, charities and other NGOs, to develop
and deliver impactful training sessions on child criminal exploitation
and modern slavery.

His expertise has directly influenced the training of over 200
professionals, including 60 police officers from the Metropolitan
Police modern slavery team, helping them to better recognise and
respond to potential cases of exploitation. He has been invited as a
consultant to Parliament on several occasions to discuss ongoing
initiatives to end Modern Slavery. Sosa has been a guest lecturer at
universities such as St. Mary’s University Twickenham, helping
students foster a deeper understanding of the complexities
surrounding criminal exploitation and the need for consistent
support for vulnerable individuals.

His consultancy extends to the support of research and policy,
where he has been integral in the outcomes of published research.
A most recent was for Project Restart (Causeway). Modern Slavery
PEC | Utilising Al technology to improve modern.

His work has been widely recognised and even celebrated when he
won ‘Crime Fighter of the Year' in 2023 at Crime Con, honouring the
positive impact that he has created within the criminal justice
system. He is also an Ambassador for charities Causeway and Make
Life Kind.



Jasmine

O’Connor, OBE

United Kingdom

UK-based survivor leader and human rights leader with over three
decades of experience dismantling the systemic inequalities that
fuel exploitation.

Most widely recognised for her transformative seven-year tenure as
Chief Executive of Anti-Slavery International, O’'Connor pivoted the
world's oldest human rights organisation toward a strategy
addressing structural driver of modern slavery - from climate
displacement and migration to corporate abuse. Under her
leadership, Anti-Slavery International became a pivotal force in the
global movement for mandatory human rights due diligence,
pushing for robust legislation to hold global supply chains
accountable for abuses.



Jasmine O’Connor, OBE, cont.
United Kingdom

A relentless advocate for survivor-led solutions, O'Connor has
consistently championed a power shift that places those with lived
experience at the heart of policy design. Her extensive global
expertise includes leading high-impact human rights initiatives
across Africa, Asia, and the Arab World, where she worked to
protect the most vulnerable from systemic harm.

This commitment to evidence-based reform continues through her
role as an Advisory Board Member for the Modern Slavery Policy
and Evidence Centre, which bridges the gap between rigorous
research and actionable political change. Today, O’'Connor serves as
the Co-CEO of Galop, the UK's leading LGBT+ anti-abuse charity. In
this role, she applies her expertise in human rights and survivor-
centric models to protect LGBT+ individuals from violence and
abuse. She was awarded an OBE for services to human rights in
2016.



Maria
Povzner

France

Consultant specialising in survivor-informed policy and ethical
research. A survivor of trafficking and a refugee, she combines lived
experience with professional expertise in research, analysis, and
policy development.

She has worked with the U.S. Department of State’s Human
Trafficking Expert Consultant Network, including contributing to the
2025 Trafficking in Persons Report, and advises OSCE participating
States through ISTAC. Her work includes designing survivor-centred
studies, facilitating focus groups and consultations, drafting policy
recommendations, and speaking at international forums.

With a background in editorial, communications, and project
management, she brings strong analytical, writing, and mediation
skills. She is currently pursuing an MA in Philosophy,
Psychoanalysis, and the Political Economy of the Subject at
Université Toulouse - Jean Jaures, focusing on ethics, subjectivity,
and social policy.



Mihaela

Nicolae

Romania

Experienced trainer, NGO leader, and human rights advocate with
over 20 years of professional experience in civil society. Throughout
her career, she has worked extensively with vulnerable
communities, combining grassroots engagement with policy-level
advocacy to strengthen institutional responses and promote human
rights.

As a trainer and NGO leader, she focused on educational and career
guidance programs for vulnerable teenagers and young people,
especially youth from the Romanian child protection system.

Mihaela currently serves as an Advocacy and Survivor Leadership
Engagement Specialist with International Justice Mission (IJM)
Romania, advancing survivor participation in public policy and
justice processes. In her role, she leads national advocacy initiatives
aimed at strengthening anti-trafficking legislation and embedding
survivor input into public policy.



Mihaela Nicolae, cont.

Romania

She coordinates the development of the Romanian chapter of the
Global Survivor Network (GSN), supporting survivors in building
leadership capacity and engaging safely and meaningfully in
advocacy and systems-change efforts.

Mihaela has designed and delivered trainings for justice
professionals, promoting trauma-informed and survivor-centered
approaches to combating trafficking in human beings. She is
particularly passionate about international cooperation and values
opportunities to learn from diverse cultural contexts, believing that
cross-cultural dialogue strengthens collective responses to
trafficking.

Through her mandate in ISTAC, she advocates for systems that
amplify survivor voices without exposing them to harm and for
institutional approaches grounded in dignity, accountability, and
long-term reintegration.



About ISTAC

The International Survivors of Trafficking Advisory
Council (ISTAC) has assisted ODIHR's work in combating
trafficking in human beings by providing advice,
guidance, and recommendations to ODIHR and, through
ODIHR, to the OSCE participating States on anti-
trafficking legislation, policies, practices and training.

The Council's work reflects the importance of including
and promoting the voices of people with lived
experience of human trafficking in all matters related to
combating this crime.
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